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My beloved PazisutoneRs 
OF 


ot, SEPULCHERS. 


Am willing to believe the judgement of forme a» 
Fs you, that this Diſcourſe lately preached to 
you, might be of good uſe, to advance domeſtich 
ety, if recommended from the Preſs to you 5 Ana 
have therefore gratified their importunities in the 
prblication of it, and now ſend it to live in your eye, 
which might elſe have died in your ear. T have in 
this, as in all my ather labours with you, endeavour- 
ed plainneſs of expreſſion, that I might be ſerviceable 
to the meaneſt capacity, not depiling the weak 5 you 
are my Family, and T would not feaſt, but feed you. 
God hath in bis infinite mercy preſery 4 many of your 
perſons from the Plague, and your honſes from the 
Flames, and built others out of the aſlies f the late 
dreadfull fre, and amongſt thole bis own houſe too : 
My aim in this Tradt is to build upyou and yours, as 
living Temples to him, that your perſons and your 
A2 heuſes 
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| Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

. houſes might be, as objef@s of his mercy, ſo ſubje@s 
of his praiſes that he might be glorified in you, and 
by you; that ſo you may not receive this, or any 0- 
ther grace of God in vain. To the prometing the 
Spiritual & Eternal welſare of your Families, I know 
20 means more available, than the moſt #u ful, but 
molt negletted duty of catechiſing : which Thave fre- 
quently attempted to promote among you, though not 
with that fulneſs of ſucceſs T deſired : T have now a 
fitter opportunity than ſormerly, to add that work to F 
my other labours on the Lords day with you 5 And F 
ſhall by God's afſift ance , begin it the next Spring, + 
and continue therein, jo long as you ſvall ſend your 
children and ſervants to receive the benefit of it. 
whom T ſhall endeavour to jrepare for it 01 ſome af- 
ternoon, as ſhall be moit convenient for them and ” 
Jon,in each week before the Lords daies. In the mean 
time Tſend you this following Diſcourſe to = your 
hearts towards ſo importa..t a duty, beſeeching you, 

in the bowels of our common Maſter, the Lord Jeſus, 
and charging you as you will anſwer it at his Judge- 
ment-ſeat, toprepare and preſent your families accar- 
dingly, and ( if God give life and health) they ſhall, 
as the moſt acceptable part of my employment among 
Jon,be cheerfully and conſtantly attended herein, by 
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' RESOLUTION 


' SERVE GOD. 


THE TEXT, 


JOSHUA 24. VERSE 15. 
The latter Parr. 


— But as for me, and my Houſe, we will ſerve 
the Lord. 


of fix hundred thouſand fighting men that 
came out of Fgypt , only entred into the 
Land of Canaan, isnow ready to pals by Death, 
the way of all fleſh, to that betrer Tand of Pro- 
#iſe , the Heavenly Canaan, whereof the other 
was buta Type: Andas all God's ſervants , whi- 

ther they live , they live unto the Lord, or whither Rom. 14, 2. 
B thee 


| oneof thoſe two (Caleb the other) who 


Joſhua's Reſolution 


they die, they die unto the Lord, that whither they 
live, or die, they may be the Lord's. So he (whoſe 
life was a conſtant and ſucceſsful warfare againſt 
the Adverſaries of Iſrael, to the glory of the 
God of 7jrael) defires to combat the [aft Enemy, 
cven Death its ſelf, and in the ſocket of old age, 
to burn and ſhine tothe ſame Glory ; and that 
ot under a buſhel, but on aw hill, and in a candle- 
ftich, before men To which purpoſe in the | r/# 
verſe of this Chapter of the Text, as Supreme Ma- 
giltrate, he ſummons a Parliament of all the 
Tribes to Sheckem, the chick City of Fphrain, 
near his own habitation, where they preſent 
themſelves before God, that is, before the Ark, pur- 
poſcly brought thither, the teittmony of God's 
ſpecial preſence, From the ſecond to the forur- 
teenth verſe, Joſbna gives them a compendious 
recapitulation, or ſhort Narrative, of what Go 
had done for them, and thcir Fore-tathers , that 
mercy might engage cficCtually to duty , fincc 
bleflings are binders, and benefits chains, and 
mens oftences are aggravatcd by graciuus obliga- 
tions, Thus David infinuates duty from mer- 


Ch.7.and Ch. cy 3 and ſo doth St, Stever, and fo St. Paxl:s And 
13. of 245. Joſbra draws down the ſtery from the Rock ont of 


which they were hewn, and Pit out of which the 


z. & 4. verſes were dig d 5, their Amorite-father, and Hittite-qo- 


th A 
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ther, He leads them 11:to, and out of the Fe ppti- 
an Furnace, as brands ſnaten d ont of the fire ; and 
out of tie water tO, the Red Sea , Which became 
a grave to their Enemies, but a path to them : 
He lead them thorongh fire , and thorough water, 
end lroneht them out into a wealthy place «5. And 
during 
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ur WW yi. 


fo ſerve God, 


during their foxrty years abode in the Wildey- 


neſs, they had pluviam eſcatilem, and Petram 4- 
auatilem , as Tertullian calls them ; he thickned 
the Air into Marra, and diflolved the Rock into 
water for them , prepared them a Table in the Wil- 
derneſs, and caus'd their cup to overflow. And the 
iniquity of the Amorites being now fill, the Axe 
is laid to thcir root, and the Sickle to their cluſters, 
they are cut down, reoted up, and Iſrael, the choice 
Vine , brought out of Egypt , is planted wn their 
room. He turns the edge of Balak's Sword , and 
Balaams Tongue, that hired Razor, that was 
whetted againſt them, and converts the Curſe 
into a blefling : then the walls of Jericho fall be- 
fore them, and the ſever Nations void their Land 
tothem , yet got they not the Land in poſſeſſion by 
their own Sword, but his Hornet ; neither did their 
own arm help them. It was not the breath of their 
Rams Horns, but the blaſt of his mouth, that le- 
velÞd the walls, and diſmantled the City : And 
he (whoſe propricty the earth is, and the fulneſs 
thereof ) gave them the Jewels of the Feyptians 
to adorn them, ti:c Larcdls of the Nations to feed 
them, their C77ies to ſhelter them, their Vineyards 
and Olive-yards to fealt and refreſh them. And 
now God had ſhewed ther, by the mouth of Jo- 
ſhna, what was good ;, they had heard with their 
ears the Noble works that God did in their daies. 
and in the time before them: And now what doth 
the Lord require of them, but to do juſtly, and to 
love mercy , and to walk kumbly with their God. 
Caſt away your Idols, ſow not among thorns , ceaſe 
todo evil, learn to do good: If the Ark come in, 

B 2 Dazon 


v.9 and 19 


v. 14. 
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Joſhua's Reſolution 


Dazon muſt fall before it : No ſerving God and 


HManmon; ns halting between God , and Baal: 
He will be altogether , or not at all your God; 
he loves a broken , but hates a cleft heart ; the 
true Mother would not have the child divided : 
You delire he ſhould love you i# fercerity and 
truth , and he requires you ſhould ſerve harz (0 ; 
It is m.ſt acceptable to him, for the father requires 
ſuch to worſhip him + and 1t 1s molt ſuitable to 
him, for he is a ſpirit , and muſt be worſhipped in 
ſpirit, and in truth.. But if it ſeemevill to youto 
ſerve the Lord, and it can but ſee lo, for his 
ſervice is perfed freedome , then chuſe you this 
day whom you will ſerue , whither the Gods whom 
your Fathers ſerved, that were on the other ſide of 
the Flood; or the Gods of the Amorites , in whoſe 
Land you dreell;, and there 15 no great choice be- 
tween them : Not that this was cither Precept or 
Permiſſion : (It was not inthe power of.any chict 
Magiſtrate, nor in the purpoſe of Joſ{xa to grant 
them ſuch an Indulgence) otherwiſe then as a pro- 
bation cf their loyalty to God, and to oblige 
them to a renuntiation of their Idolatry , and a 
recognition and acknowledgment of Gods Sove- 
raignty, as they did, ſo to make a free-will offe- 
ring, a voluntary tender of themſelves to him, 
who loves the droppings, but hates the ſqueezings 
of the honey-comb ; prefers the ſervant, not the 
{lave, values only the chearful giver. 

But however others warp from their duty , 
and (negleCting that God, the work of whoſe 
hands they are ) ſerve Idols, the work of their own 
hands, yet will not I folizw a multitude to do = 

ur. 


4 
ov) 


to ferbe God, 5 


but cleave to the God ofmy Fathers, never for- 
ſaking him, who hath never forſaken me; eſpe- 
cially not now go from him, when by death I am 
going to him, but die asT have liv'd, the Servant 25+ 
of the Lord. And if my example cannot lead you, 
it ſhall one day judge you: If it cannot influence 
the many thouſands of Iſrael , but that they will 


ſtarte aſede as a broken bow, yet will Joſhua s bow, gen, ,c. 24." 


as that of Joſeph, abide iz its frength, ana all the 
arrows wherewith the Almighty hath filkd his qui- Pſal 1:74 4, $- 
er, {hall have no other Jcope or aiw , but the 
glory of that God, that gave them : for as for me 
and my houſe we will ſerve the Lord. 

The Words give you Joſhua's firm reſolution 
for duty ; which duty is tirſt Iaid down in the 
quality, 'tis Service; Secondly the object of the 
duty, or perſon to be ſerved ; it is the Lord: 
Thirdly, the fubjcct or perſons intereſted in the 
performance of this ſervice, Joſhna, and his Fa- 
mily, T and my houſe : Fourthly and laſtly, the 
fixedneſs of his reſolution to perform this duty, 
as not byaſled by the multitude, or greatneſs ot 
diſienting Idolaters ; in this diſcretive, or adver- 
ſative particle. But ; But as for me and my houſe we 
will ſerve the Lord. 

Firſt the nature of. the duty. it-is ſervice ; we 
will ſerve. If thou maiſt be free chooſe it rather , | Cor. 5. 21, 
than ſcrvice, ſaith St, Paxl, but it is not ſo here; 
he that is called being free, is the Lords ſervant, and 
he that is called being a ſervant is the Lords free- 
#1an. Yet there 1s a ſubjeCtion, that is the fruit of g,, <, ... 
ſin, and produdt of the Curſe : thus Cham was the = 
firſt ſervant we read of; : ſervant of ſervants ſhall 


3 he 


vVET.22. 
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2 Pet. 3+ 19 


Prov 22. 7 


Prov. 11. 29, 


1 King.21.20, 


Rom 7+ 14s 


Exod. 21.46, 


[Joſhua's Reſolu: ton 


be be unto his Brethren, Of ſervants ſorne were 


born in the houſe, the children of ſervants, which 
were reckoned among the Maſters goods, thus 
Solomon had ſervants born in bis houſe: Some were 
bought with money, ſo Joſeph was a ſervant pur- 
chaſed by the 1ſ»aelites, and afterwards,of them, 
by Potiphay : Some were hired as the L abourers in- 
to the Vinezard : Some were taken in war, run 
down by the ſpear, and fold under it ; to this the 
Apoltle alludes, when he faith, Of whoſoever a 
tan is taken captive to hint he is in bondage. Some 
arc ſubject through poverty, thus, the borrower 7s 
ſervant to the lender : Others, through intirmity, 
thus the ignorant is ſervant to the wiſe, as the Ap- 
pren-icelets out himſelt to Jearn an Art or Trace : 
which the Hebrews call a Portion. Sccondly Scr- 
vants are diſtinguiſhed by the time of their ſervi- 
tude, the mercenary was uſually for three years, 
the apprentice for Gs yet Jacob ſerved one and 
twenty , theſe dificred from captives, in that 
they let out themſelves, their time, and labour, 
thus Ahab ſold kimſelf to work wickedneſs, was a 
voluntier of Hell. St. Paul was ſold under ſin, fomc- 
times captivated by fins of inadvertency and ſur- 
priſc. Thoſe that ſold themſelves for a time, 
might lengthen the term to their deaths, by ta- 
king the ear-wark of perpetual ſervitude, But 
flaves born, bought or conquered, were by cu- 
{tome to ſerve all their dayes. unleſle redeemed. 

Thirdly, Servazts were diſtinguiſhed by their 
Matters, Thusthe{javes of Herodand Ceſar were 
called Herodians and Czfarcans, and thus our 
better ſ{rrvice ſtiles us Chriſtians, Slaves were 


look'd 


to ſerve Go9d,. ” 


look'd on as imperſonal), not as men, but things; 
were called their Maſters gocds, had not eſtate, 
coun:ry, nor inkeritance, 1/-2ael muſt nor inhe- 5% 2'. '0. 
1 rit with ac; nor Jephtah with the Gileadites. ugg, s. 2, 
, Morally God and Manmon have their ſervants 
Know you not that he to whom you yield your ſelves Rim. 5 15, 


| ſervants toobty,his ſervants ye are to whom ze obey 3 
| whether of ſin unto death, or of obedience unto righ- 
1 {conſreſs. Some are {Javes to their purſe, others tt 
F their pride, others to their paunch, for every lin- 


ner as well as the Drunkard, 1s not his own man ; 
but wears the livery, docs the drudgery, and 
carns the wages of his particular luſt, the wages ver. 33. 
of ſin, which 7s death. Theſe are the choice of a 
depraved will ; but Grace, with Mary, neglects 
the zany impertinencies of the world, to chuſe the 
' one thing neceſſary , quits the ſhadow to embraee 
theſubitance, the ſhaddow which it cannot hold, 
for the ſubſtance, which ſhall never be taken away 3 
and ſuch a choice doth wiſe Toſhnva make, even of 
' that God tor his Maltcr, who firſt choſe him to 
| be his Servant, But as fer me and my honſe we will 
ſerve the Lord, whichisthe 
Second gencral concern of the Text, the ob- 
ject of ſervice, the Lord, and we call hinz Lord and 
| Maſters, and we ſay well, for jo he is : and maſter 
; and ſervant are correlates, one ſappoſeth the 
| othcr,and if T amz aMaſter, faith the Lord, where 15 1ut-w 5. 
my fe.r £ Why in the heart of 7oſbua he will ſerve 
the Lord with fear, but no {laviſh fear, perfect love 
: cafts out that, He irezibles at his word,yet rejoyceth 
: with trembling : he that fears his name, lights Ns 
battcls aud fears nothing but him, or if he _ 
in, 
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#2, 'tis for his ſake, becauſe it ſeperates from him, 


whom he defires co ſerve, becauſe ſure to enjoy 
him, and him he will ſerve 

Only, no other Lord but he, ſhall have domini- 
.0n over him. Others may ſue, but he ſhall ſpeed, 
the obedience returm'd to him, whoſe right it is, 
Magittrates, Miniſters, Parents, Maſters, all ſery'd 


 butin ſubordination to him , for Conſcience ſake, 


Conſcience towards Ged, \ince they arc the powers 
ordain'd by him. Thus he only 1ſerv'd, though 
they are ſery'd too; becauſe they, for his ſake, C 
for his own : Thus, if their commands controul 
not his word, tut ifthey do then he and not they, 
God and not man ; but of this we mult be ſure, hr 
it wemiſtake, we ſin againſt Heaven, and againſt 
Earth, and muſt have an Act of Indemnity from 
both, weare not ſufficiently forgiven elſe; but 
where we cannot conſcientiouſly att,we muſt ſub- 
miſbively ſuffer : for, if we reſiſt, we receive ts our 
ſelves damnatian. The Lord to be ſerved then, and 
him only, 

And him entirely , the whole man, a compleat 
burn'd Offering on his Altar, the inward, the out- 
ward man, Body, Soul, and Spirit, all his work- 
manſhip , his purchaſe, created, and redeemed to 
good works ; and we are not ſanctified without 
them, and all little enough, forſo great a God; 
And as the whole man.,ſo the whole = with re- 


ſped to all his precepts, for all his precepts are juſt , 
juit becauſe his, whoſe will is both rule and rea- 
ſon of our obedience, and jult in themſelves too, 
though the ceremonialPrecepts were compara- 
Fek 29: 25: tively not good, yet his moral Frecepts were abſo- 
R lutely 


to ſerve God. W 9 

lutely good, the Law holy, jſt, and good. And 

Joſhna labours to be good by them ; a Centurion 

to the Lord of Holts, he b;4s go, ard he goeth;, 

come, and he cometh ; dothis, ard be doth it no 

hard ſaying , nothing that ſerdeth him away ſor- 
rowful:, no grievous command , be diſputes not 

with fleſh and blood. the yoke eaſte and the burthen 

tiebt, becauſe his yoke, and bis burthen, It is buk 
ſpeak Lord, and thy Servant heareth, thy ſervant, 

that ſerves thee, 
$7 Cheerfully too, willing in the day of thy power, 
ſinging in the wayes of God, and running the wayes 
of thy Commandments, with an exlarged heart, and 
unſhakled feet, counting duty my delight, net 
hy witheye ſervice, as men pleaſers, but in ſingleneſs 


| of heart, as ſearing thee. A Voluntier, following 
Þ God, as the Iſraelites did Abſalom, in the ſimapli- , cy ,., 


| city of their hearts, aflur'd it ishe they tollow, 
| and then it matters not why, nor whither : and 
q ſerve thc Lord 
| Conſtantly too, even all the dayes of my life, 
not diverted by proſperity , nor affrighted by 
L adverſity. Chriſt muſt be followed to Mount 
F Calvary, where he ſuffered ( let my Diſciple take up 
4 his croſs, and follow me ) as well as to Mount Ta- 
| bor, where he was transfigared, or to Mount Oli- 
vet, whence he aſcended. When hunted on the 
Mountaines, as well as when crowned at Hebron. 
' In the Wilderneſs, and in Canaar, through the 
Red Sea, and the Kver Jordan, with Moſes, and 
without, with Manna, and without Thus 7o- 
fbua did ſerve the Lord in his ordinances, the re- 
newing Circumcilion, and * Pallcover at Gzl- 


gat, 


[© 
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gal, building an Altar at Mount Eba/, the Hil of 
.curſing, a type of the curſe of crucihixion: and 
rchca1iling the bleſſings and curſings there, and on 
Aount Gerizim, He ſerved God with his faith, 
Incxpccting the fall of the Walls of Tericka;, and 
his tructb, in curling the City; bis punitive ju- 
itice in executing a troubleſozre Achan, He ſeru'd 
Cod with his patience in waiting the time, and his 
obedience in uling the means that he appointed tor. 
the conquelt of Ai. His fidelitz in keeping his 
eath with the Gibeonites 5, with his rourage againſt 
one and thirty Kings, and their armies, he went 
forthto Gods work, and to his labour untill the 
evening, even toras long as he was pleaſed roar- 
reſt the $uz 07 Gibeon, and the Aeon in the valley 
of Ajalon. He ſerved the Lord with his diſtribu- 
tive juſtice in appourtioning the Land out ro the 
leveral Tribes of Tfrael. IWhatſoever his hand 
found to do he did it withall his might, reſting on 
God's arm to bear lymup, and out, Inlite guid- 
el by Lis connjel, till at death he thould be receic- 
into kis Glory, And though now ready to ſlay 
tim, yotiinihetrufts in biz, rclolves to ſerve 
the Lord, as be had conconly, entirely, cheertul- 
ty, and conan, with that picty, faith, juſtice, 
Patience, obedience, rightcoutnciic, tructh, and 
couraye duc to fo great and gratious a God, 
trom tf impotent , and fo obliged a creature , 

witch brings to the 
Third general ofthe Text, The {ubjctt of this 
Q1ty, orpcrſons concerned in the Family of the 
{erd, as his ſervants. Joſhnay and his domeſticks, 
1 azd my Henſe, or hovikoid, or reaſonable pare 


ot 


© fmnoithiny >, 


His juſt 


to ſerve God, 

of his Family 5 wherein you have obſervable, 
firſt the order, 7, and then they, T and my 
Houfe. Secondly the union, both 7, and /hey. Ie 
will ſerve the Lord. | 

Firſt the order, 7, ard then they, 1 betorc them: 
as an cxample to them, and men live by practice 
more than by precept. Then the comn.ands ot 
Superiours have autkority im them, when they 
themſelves become Preſidents and Inftances of 
them. Men will readily ſct their watches by the 
Gal, when they,,are convinced the dial is trucly 
ſet by the Sun. *The converſation of one righteors 
Lot, will check a whole City of Sodomites., It 1> 
happy, when Maſters and Farcnts can invite their 
Servants, and Children to be followers of ther, 
becauſc they are. followers of Chriſt 5 and by a 
go0d lite, as the Baptiſt, prepare his way to them, 
VWhat I'raclite would cxalt himſelf againſt God, 
when David laid his Crown at his foot-{tool, and 
was ambitious tobe a Door keeper in his Houſe 7 
When he did nothing , but what pleaſed God , 


iT 


whatever he did.pleaſed the People. And what Sorl- 


dicr would nct become devout under ſuch a Cerr- 
turien as Joſhna 2 theretore I will ſerve the Lord 


betore my Houſe, and, 


I will jerve þim2 for them too, offering my dai- 

Iy Cloſct-ſacrihces, wy Prayer as the morning in- 
conſe, and the lifting up of my hands, as the cven- 
ing Sacrifice, tendered to God as Job's daily Obla- 
tions tor the fins of his family + it is more then 
It may be they have tranſereſſed, tor What man li- 
veth po not £ In many things all offend: 
uſpicion therefore quickens him to m_ 

2 uelt 


Fab.1. 5 


Gen.ZOs 30s 


Frovu, 27. 23- 
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neſt ſupplication. He wreſ#les with God, as Aſo: 


{cs for a pardan, as Taceb for a bleſſimre, and leaves 
; t 3 A 


him not till he hath prevatled for both, till God 
doth ſo forgive, and ſo give, Thus I will ſerve 
z ce Lord before, for, and 

With my houſe teo, which is the ſecond conſi- 
dcrable the union of devotion; I and my houſe ;, 
backing his precept with his practice 5 and uni- 
ting his Authority, and Example, and thcer-unto 
twiſting his intexc{t, that this threefold cord,migl.r 
bind them to their duty. Not 7,or they, but 7, and 
they, and in copulatives onc is not enough, . The 
Maſtcr the hcad, the Wite the rib, and the Chil- 
dren the loins, and bowels, and the Scrvants the 
fect, the whole body of the family : And thus 
ſhould every family be ſubject to its head, and 
the heads, and bodies of all families to him of 
whom the wlole family in heaven, and Earth is 
named. And he who thus provides not for his fas 
mily, is worſe than an Infidel. Jacob alter a tcdi- 
ons ſcrving of Laban, argues the juſtice of con» 
triving for his orn houſtold : Joſhna aftually plots 
the advantage ot his inthe bei way, by the pro- 
moting of piety in the ſervice of God. Be thou di- 
ligent. ſaith Solomon. to know the ſtate of thy flocks, 
;nd look well to thy herds. Doth God take care fer 
Oxen? YCs,the Cattle are his upon a thouſand hills: 
Therightcous God,as the Kighteons man,is merci- 
to his beaſt, but more to man. There ought to 
be a realonable care of unrcaſ>nable creatures, 
there muſt bea religious care of reaſonable ſouls 
in 1nftrud ion, corredion, reprehenſion, conſolation, 
with all long-ſuffering, and doGrine : _ 
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to ſerve God, 13 

Firſt it anſwers the end of dominion, Cod's 
works and his gifts, are all for hizzſe[f. Evcry Prov. 1*:4, 
workman dciigns his profit, his pleaſure, or his 
praiſc; and our power muſt center in God's glo- 
ry, tis from him, it muſt befor him: as the Au- 
thor and cnd of all we have, and all we are. That 
ſocvcry Maſter of a family, may preſent his ſer- 
vants, as God's ſcrvants, And his children , as 
God's children: Lo, I, and the children, which 
theu haſt given me, and the fruit of the womb is 
kis izcreaſe, Thus Jacob, that came (inglc, and 
naked, with his ſtaff over Jordan, when by God's 
good providence, increaſed to1wobards, crics 
out, All that Thave is th we, and therefore purg- 
cth tis family of their Zdcls, before he gocs to Gn 35. 28 
Cod, at Bethel: And Gideon begins his retormati- 74g, 5.;5. 
on at his fathers houſe, And David would xot 
ſafer a deceitful perſon, or a lyer to abide under his 
roof in that Pjalm, to wit, the hundred and firft, ſal zo & 
which Biſhop Z#idley had Gaily read in his family, 
and lcarn'd by heart, No Spiders ſhould build 
In that camber, no Toadslive upon that ground. 
And God gives a gratious teſtimony of Abrahams 
care to be Maſter of a well catcchized family. 
T know him, faith God, that he will command his 
children, and his houſyold after him, and they ſhall 
keep the way of tbe Lord to do juſtice and judge- gen, 1s, 16, 
ment; and God blciled all his planting and wa- 
tring witi izcreaſe, ina reſpccttul wite of Sarah, 
an obedient Son of T/aac , and a faithful ſcrvanr 
of Fleazar, and all the reſidue of his three hundred 
and eighteen trained ſervants. Bees being their 
honey to the common Hive. No man is born, 
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Joſhua's Refoln.ton 
much leſs born again, for himſelf only, but fo 
the rublique of his Country, and Gods Church, 
and for the publique-private of his family, The 
lips of the rightcous feed many. Jofeph fed his f+- 
thers families by their houſholds. and the Saints in 
ttc New Teſtament had a Church in every Houſe, 
without forſaking the publick, aſſemblies. 
yccondly every Maſter and Parcnt muſt ac- 
count ro God for their ſervants and children, 
nd therefore the Apoſtle on this ſcore quickens 


interiours to attention and obedicnce, Obey ther, 


ſaith he, that have the rule oner you, and ſubnit 
zour ſelves, jor they watch for your ſenls, as they 
Lat muſt give an account { thele words did terri- 
fic that faithful and aftiduous Preacher Saint C:rp- 


feftom, as Eraſmus calls him 5 as he ſtiles that pa- 


railc] Scripture, Jhern 1 ſay nnto the wicked thou 
talt ſurely die, and thou warnelt not the wicked 
from his evil way, tofave bis life : the ſame wick- 
ed man ſhall die in his iniquity, Int his blood will 
J require at thy hand. Not words, but thunder- 
bolts. Should I befilent, I fearnot only yours, 
but my own damnation, faith Saint Bryzard, And 
this concerns not only us of the Minittry, but all 
In any authority, he that js higher than the kieheft 
regardeth, and there are higher than they. Job 
therctore pleads, and maintains his impartial inte- 
grity, Jf, faith he, 7did deſpiſe the canſe of my 
Man:ſervant , or of my Maid-ſervant , when they 
conle nded with me. What then ſhall T do 
when God rijeth ups and when be viltteth what 
ſhall I anſwer kim 2 He that is a good man, 


will bea good Maltcr, and God will viſit to en- © 
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to: ſerbe God, 5 
quire who hath been ſo. And all have one father 
and Maſtcr in heaven.. Did not he that made me in ver. 1g, 
the womb make him 2 And did nct one hand fuſhion 
wiboth? The ſervant paid the half-ſbekel.as his poli- 
niony to God, and the after paid nomore, tor 
with God there isno reſped of Perſons. Were .ckon 
with our children and ſervants here, and fo will 
God witn them and us, and with us for them 
hcreaiter, and Joſhna well conlidered, that power | . 
was a talent, a Stewardſhip, for which he mult give 
an account, and was now baitning ro it, And the 
prefecution of this duty 
Thirdly inhaunccth Cods glory, and ſcenres 
ur own. Tz the multitude of ſubjets is the Kings Prov 14,238, 
honour, While we add to to the Church, God 
looks on it, as-2n addition to his glory 1/her our 
ligt.t of inſtruction and cxamplc ſhines. before 0+ 
thers. t ar tiicy ce and imitate or good workes 3 
| hear, and obcy our good words, then is God ol8- | 
| ried, as our fats ber, and Malter 72 herrow. by be- *' 
Ing conſp; icuous in the lives of our ta' nts ON 
carth, that Mcn may fee, and jay God is in ns, an 
them of a truth, Therc 1s Auf#ck at the ret? 'Q BY 
convert prodigal, at the ſnding ofa loft Sheep. and 
prece of Silver, And then tes that turn many unl#p -. -. j\ 
= 74 vBleait/nejs e, ſhall ſhire as the Stars for ewer anc e- * il 
| vr, Licy that arethus fuithful 712 2 ſow things,God 
mill make them Rulers in a better Crip, in a irger 
| family, They who have ſct.up a Throne for God: 
| mthc hearts, and hives of their domceliick relatt- 
i ons, thall ft down with Ged, ard his Saints, 117 
 tteThroneofthis Glory, Well did Toſbua reivive. 
tacrcfore, whatcver choice. others ſhould make. 
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26 Joſhua's Reſolution 


to chu/e the Lord as the portion for him, and his; 
But as for me, and my houſe we will ſerve the Lord. 
Which brings us to the 
Fourth and laſt general of the Text, the fixed- 
ncls of Toſhua's reſolution to adhere to God, and 
not to bow his knee toBaal,though he and his fami- 
ly ſRouid ſtand as a ſingular inſtance of ſincerity, 
in the mid{t ofan apoſtatizing people ; laid down 
in this adverlative particle B U T, But as for me 
and my houſc, we will ſerve the Lord, © 
Firlt But Taxd they will do it, though others do 
not : their faith and holineſs, be they never fo 
g00d, cannot fave me, and therefore their impie- 
ty, and infidclity', be they never fo eminent or 
numerous, {hall not damn me. Let others think 
Religion but humane policy, a deity the creature 
of fear, and Scripture but Statc-ſhackles to awe 
men into c1v1l peace and ſubjection,y ct will not Z 
walkin the light of thoſe foolifh res, theſe ſinners * 
againſt their own Souls have kindled, leſt with 
them Tlie down in ſorrow, but thy Word ſhall be& *' 
light to the feet, anda lamp tothe paths ot meand 
mine. A:d, as Noah, Lot,and Moſ-s, ſhin d as lights 
in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe generation,to 
condemn thole Ages,which their preaching could 
not ſave, So would Tof/na, not partaking of the 
ſins of otbers, leſt he ſl, ould partake of their plagues, 
Math, 5, 33, But as Peter to Chriſt , Though all ſlould forſakhe | 
thee yet will not IT. Thongh IT ſhould dic with thee, 
yet will not 4 deny thee. He profellcth his con» | 
ita:t adherence to God, and (more than Peter) 
pertormes 1t tO, 
Secondly, But I will do it, and that becauſe 
othcrs 
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others donot, kindling frym their coldnefs, as if 
I would,if poſſible, ſupercrogate, do their duty, 
and my own. Thus David, It is time for thee, 
Lord, towork; for they have made void thy Law « 115 Pſal. 126. 
Therefore T love thy commandments above gold, yea 
above fine gold : therefore T eſteem all thy precepts 
concerning all things to be right, and T hate every 
falſe way. I prize the way they perſecute, value 
the Jewel they tread on. Thus Saint Paxl exhorts 
Timothy to make a good uſe of bad examples : The 
love of money, ſaith he, is the root of all evil, which 
while ſome coveted after, they have erred from the 
faith, and pierced themſelves through with many 
ſorrows. But thou O man of God, flie theſe things, 
and follow aſter righteonſ. eſs, godlimeſr, faith, love, 
patience, meekveſs. Fight the good fight of Faith, it 
lay hold on eternal tife, whereunto thou art called, 
's and haſt profeſſed a good profeſſion before many wit- 
4 neſſes. Let others ſpend their dayes in mirth, and 
4 ina moment go down to Hell. Let Iſrael ſr, but let 
ot Judah tranfereſs. I dare not dally with God's 
Juſtice, play with his Thunder, be damn'd for 
company. This their way is their folly, andtheir pja1, ;s, 14, 
poſterity approve their ſaying. The children gather 
wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and the wor 7er,q.18, 
| wen knead the dough, to make cakes t9 the Quecn 
F of heaven or the Moon 3 the whole Family 1nte- 
3 reſted, and combin'd in the Idolatry, to provoke 
p the jealons God to jealonſie : 10 be it, if 10 it mult be: 
If it ſeem evil to youto ſerve the Lor.*, chufe you 
this day whom you will ſerve, whether the gods 
| which yonr fathers ſerved, that were on the other 
| ſide of the flood 5 or the gods of the Amorites, in 
D whoſe 
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Joſhua's Reſolution 
whoſeLand ye dwell. But as for me and my houſe we 
will ſerve the Lord. 

And now all this that is written, is written for 
our inſtrudion, upon whom the end of the world is 
come, wholive to ſeeall our Religion burn'd up 
by the flames of ignorant zeal, or drown'd by an 
inundcation of greſs prophancneſs, But how few 
Jeſina's are there among us, who uſe their power 
to promote piety ? or interpret their commiſhon 
of Maſterſhip ina family, asa Stewardihip, and 
truſt from Cod, for the advancing of his Glory ? 
We behave our ſelves not as factors, but propri- 
tors of our power; we forget, that God lends 
us our children, and ſervants, that we may re- 
fore him his own with uſury. But by our ſcrvants 
and our felves we trade for our children, and 
while we carefully plot to graſp a good handful 
of the world for them, we teach them not by ex- 
ample, or precept to lay hold on eternal life: Asif 
God weme bound to invert his promiſes. and to 
give Heaven, where we earneſtly ſeek Earth. 
Should the Lord vilit (as indeed te death) as 
Saint Paul did, from houſe to houſe, and” make in- 


Exek. 34- 344- quiſition how his Flock hath been fed, the diſeaſed 


ſtrengthened, the ſick healed, the broken bound up, 
the ſtraggler brought back, the loſt ſought, would he 
not tind a fooliſi, Shepheard almoſt in every family? 
Si ventri benc,fs lateri,lt proviſten be but made for 
the fleſi;tor the belly,and for the back, having food, 
and raiment, torthem and theirs, too many are 
moſt unchriltianly content : while every one looks 
to his own way: and every one ſeeks for gain from 
kis quarter ; taking gain tor godlineſs, Where- 


as. 


to ſerbe God, I9 
as we arc taught and aſſured that godlixeſs alone ! Tim. 6. 5, 6. 
1s great gain. The wicked in the _ of his 
ſufficiency is in ſtraights : But the Righteous in 75. 20 :2. 
/ tae midit of their ſtraights are in al-ſufticiency. 7 


£ have enough my Brother, aid Eſau to Jacob; but gn. zz. 9. 
4 pretendedly, tor he takes from Jacob. I have e- it, 
4 nough, ſaid Jacob to Eſau, and that truly, for he 5. 
b, takes nothing from Eſau. For God's enough is e- 


ver the Good man's enough, what picaſeth God, 
| pleaſcth both, whether o' the life or wealth ofthe 
þ World. St. Paul hath nothing, «nd yet he poſe/ſeth 2 Cor 5, 10. 
: all tings. He hath all things, who enjoycs Goa, 
the mine, the ſpring of all, O learn then this 
Chriſtian craft, to value the jewel above the caſe, 
the Soul above the body, to ſeek, the Kingdome of 
God, and its Righteouſneſs, to eſtcem the tountain 
| above the ciſtern,the upper (prizgs beyond the nea- 
ther,the bleſſings of Gods right hand above thoſe of 
the left. What would it profit you, if you ſhould gaiz 
the whole world,and loſs your own foal ? Thelols of 
the ſoul, is an incomparable, an irreparable loſs, 
nothing equal, nothing in exchange, what cm 4 
man give in exchange for bis ſoul? But thc grand 
reaſon why we expoſe our ſelves and familics to 
theſe hazards of damnation, 1s our groſs 1gno- 
rance, and( which is the conſequence of that ig- 
norance) our1] ght c{tecm of our Lord and Ma- 
ſter; to avoid both, {rudy Cod and the advan- 
tages of his ſervice, as 
Firſt, It is an honourable ſervice, in the Maſter 
we ſerve, It is God. Kings are his creatures, whole - 
both daics, and dominions are determined z but 
Gods ſoveraignty is univerſal and eternal, Princes 
can- 
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Joſhwa's Reſolution 
cannot if they would, or will not if they can, gra- 
tifie all that ſerve them, but God gives earth in 
poſleſſion the Saints, the Meek, ſhall inherit the 
earth: and Heaven in reverſion to all his ſervants, 
He that ordereth his converſation aright, ſhall there 
fee the ſalvation of the Lord, Crowns,and thrones 
arerhe higheſt glo1 y revealed here below, yct are 
net worthy to be compared withile glory which ſhall 
be revealed. Ir is honour to ſerve our betters, it is 
the higheſt honour to ſerve the beſt, and ſuch ho- 
our have all Gods Saints,all fit in the Throne. And 
Our ſervice is hononrable in our fellow-ſcrvants, 
Chriſt the chief, he took on him the form of a Ser- 
cant, came not to be miniſtredunto,tut to miniſter. 
Le, Tome to do thy will 0 my God. We are then ſel- 
low-labonrers,together with God. He who tooknpon 
him the form ef a ſervant , thought it no robbery to 
be equal with God, He who waſ/ d kisDiſciples feet, 
was yet their Lord and Maſter. And as Chriſt, ſo 
the Spirit of Chriſt, our tellow-ſcrvant, helps cur 
infirmities,preſcribes our formes,and enffames our 
hearts in praycr,the hre and the :ncenſe both from 
him ; he makes thoſe dutics feizable, which CEr; 
makes acceptablz. And the Anpels oar fellow- 
ſervants; Gods Mcflcngers ; nay our {:rvarts, mz. 
riſtrine ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter to them that 
are heirs of Salvation ;, they ſupport our bodics, 
that we daſh not our foot againſt a Stone, and they 
tranſport our ſoles, as that of Lazarus into the Lo- 
ſome of Abrahams; our | te-guard in this world, 
and our bearcrs to a betcer. Alexander would nor 
wreſtle in the Olympick games, Þ2cavſe there was 
no King, no Equal to contend with him , kcre, 
as 


ko ferbe God, | 21 
as Jacob , we wreſtle with God, have glorious at- 
tendants, royal afl:ſtants, and what makes the /er- 
vice, yetfurther konourable 

It is a Jabouring for the benefit of ſouls, Employ - 
ments, ufually take their value from their object, 
The Divine is therefore preferrd before the Fhy ti- 
c'an, bccauſe the ſoul is more worth than the bo- 
dy ; and the Phyſician before the Lawy er, becaute 
the budy is more valuable than the eſtate, A/lttat 
a man hath he cannot give tor his Soul, it is not re- 
deemcd with corruptibleikings, yt all that a man 
hath be will give for his life. The Woman with her 
bloody i/ſne ſpent all ſhe had upon Phyſicians, to pur- 
chaſe her cure. Your dclipn and end in the pious 
education of your chilarcn and fervya..ts,is to pre» 
ſerye their immortal Soules from the etcrnal death 
| of Hell; a work thatthe King of Glory the Lor{ 
Chriſt,thought worthy of his heart blood, and pre- 
fious lite. 

Secendly, Your {{rvicc ts calie,the zoke not had, 
the burdea not heavy, compard with thoſe of the 
world, and thorgh it be down hill, men :ake pains 
tog0:tohell. It 1s difficult, itnot impoſſible to ſerve 
iro Aaſicrs, y ct the finnor is flave to many, dit a- 
(ted by wild horſes, and yout ſurvives inihe picces; 
whom one compares to the chamberlain in an Inne, 
at the ſame time cail'd {or by the ſeveral Guelts, 
þ Luſt and Sloth ſummon to the bed, and Gluttony 
ro the table, Drunkcnneſs to the ccllar, An- 
ger tothe fire, and Pride te the window, Ambiti- 
on cals up, and Covetouſnels bids come doyen : {> 
that the {inner feemsto be, not as Alry Mauirdalen, 
the habitation of Sever Devils, but ofa Legion , 
while lin, ike the Camelion, makes us take thc co- 
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lour, and livery of every temptation, that is near 
"At us. Whereas Piety invites us tothe ſervice of but 
bf one Lord, whoſe commands are n9 more a burden, 
Ul than wings are toa bird, by which we ſoar alott 
| \#) with caſe and pleaſurc. It plants that love of God 
NW. in cur hearts, that fulfills the whole Law, as it dil- 
Wi poſeth to all obedience, there is an harveſt of duty 
[ in the ſecd of love, as ail the Autumn crop lics vir- 
TH tually in the Husband-man's ſeec'-:orn, 7 delight 
| Wy to do thy will, O my God, (atth David. yea thy law is 


within my heart, 
Thirdly, Our ſervice of God, is juſt, and right, 
our boundcn duty, hex we have done all, we have | 
Cube 17410 done but onr duty, what we owe to Godl,our ſelves, 
and others, We arc God's ſervants by all the means 
of ſervitude, born within his Church, bought with 
his'lood, hired by his mercies, taking the earncſt | 
ot his Sacraments, overcome by his grace, and ap> 
prenticcs to his Law, One God hath created us, 
one Chriſt redecm'd us, one Spirit ſanctiticd us, and 
therefore 11] this, that we might (ſerve him, that we 
might rexzemver our Creator inthe days of our youth; 
tat we migit ſerve eur redeemer without fear . that 
we might not toxpt, grieve, quench, reſtjt, and do 
deſyiaht tothat holy Spirit of grace, wherevy we are 
fealed tothe day of redemption. When the Iſraclites 
were brougit out of Egyptian bendage, that type | 
E od.12,25 OtHcil , 2ofes enjoyncs them a ſervice to keep. As | 
. weſerve zot God, fo neither doth God blels us for | 
nonght. He who engageth us to ſerve him, en- 
gageth himeclt to reward vs, and 
Fourthly Therefore his ſervice is profitable 
though not to him, yet tous. Cax a max be profita= 
T :22 bietoGol, as he that is wiſe may be frofitable to bim- 
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fo ſerve G3d, 23 

felf? the ſervant is a child, the vailes grace, and the 
wages giory. Wages,not as we, but Chriſt earnd 
it, and God promiſed it, theſe make it a debt, 
which cle 1s gift, the gift of God is eternal life. 
Here our Maltcr is ever with us, Lo I amzrith you , ,,-.q 45. f 
alwaies tothe end of the world. Hercafter we ſhall | | 
be ever with him. Father, Twill, that the y , whom Fob. 17. 24, 
thou hoſt given me, be with me, where Tam, that 
they may behold my glory, which thou haſt given me. | 
God makes here an hedge about his ſervayts, by his | 
providence, and hcrcaftcr reſerves an heaven for | : 
them in tits preſence 5 they walk under a double 
guard, the power of God without them, and tke 
peace of God within them 3 and he, who zs their 
ſhield is their exceeding great reward too, If ſcr- f 
| vants friends, and if friends ſons, and if ſors heirs, | 
coheirs with Chriſt, and that of a Kingdome, and 
that Kingdom cternal in the Heavens,the laſt, ever- 
laiting advartageof the honourable, eaſie, juſt, and - 
profitable ſervice of God. 

Let all this then prevail with you to ſerve the 
Lord, and that 

Firſt in your own perſons; Chriſt is the Door , 
that lets you into his family; zo man comes to the 
father, tothe Maltcr bat by him. His blood is your 
livery, his'Law your employment, and his crown 
| your wages. Walkas you have him for an example, 
| walk as examples your fclves to the families over 

which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, and 

which Chrift hath purchaſed with his blood. Every 
ſoul being to him, an Aceld. ra, nor bought with ſul- 
rer.andgold, but with his dearcſt blovd., Tread - 
not his blood under foot , by a neglect of fouls. 
But ( as you take care your own title w—_— C- 
| att C85 > 
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ſtates may be goad, that you may cntail,not a Law- 
ſait, but a livclie-hood on your poſterity, fo) ſe- 
cure your own right to God by knowledge of 
him, faith in him, love for him, and obedience to 
him. Hercditary piety makes way for Gods ble(- 

ſing inthe families imitation of it. I1/hen Tremont 

ber, ſaith Saint Paul, to Tixzothy his Sor in the Go- 

ſpel;, the unfeiened ſaith that is in thee, that arecll'd 
firſt in thy GrandmotherLois,and thy mother Ex:nice, 
and I am ger/waaed.that in thee alio. Geds love thus 
continued to the third and fenrth generation, trant- 
mits the title to thonjands alter ; whereas David 
lives to ſee his murder and adultery puniſh'd in 
two of his children, ſinning according to the ſimili- 
inde of their fathers tranſgreſſions : And the firord 
which he brought into the houſe of Uriah, never 
departed from his own houſe, but began to devour 
in Ammons falling by the hand of 45ſalowr, and 
Abſalom by the darts of Joab, and Adonijah by the 
jultice of Solomon. I hus parents like picces of ſhip- 
wrack'd velicls, by their own ruincs, ſcrve to cauti- 
on their poſterity toavoid thoſe rocks,ſhelves,and 
quick-ſands, on which themſelves have bulg d, or 
been ſtranced, The Lacedemoniarrs finding two 
brethren contending, puniihed the parcnts, whom 
they found n«<gligent in not beticr inſtructing 
them. Know the will of God your ſelves and do it. 
leaſt you become blind leaders if the blind, to the 
utter ruine of you and yours. And /et your light of 
knowled:e, ſo ſhine in practice before them, that 
inding Chriſt. Moſes, and Elias: Goſpel, Law, and 

Prophets, Gods word in your Ives as well as your 
houſesthcy way ſay with SaintPeter,N1 75 good to be 
here, and dclire to ſet wp their Tabernacle with you, 
| | S<cond- 


to ſerbe G3). _ gi 
# Secondly ſerve God with them, Firſt in dayly 
Prayers, and Praiſes among them, Cal] to them 
Morning and Evening,and ſay,Come,and let us fall 
down &-kneel before the Lord onr Maker, Bleſſing him 
for the protection of the night paſt, ard imploring 
the;continuance of it for the day to come. And then 
thanking him for the mercies of the day paſt, and 
beſeeching him to watch over you for the enſuing 
night, that you ſeep mot the ſleep of Death. 

And on this Luty let every one attend; draw 
near faytn the Church azd we will run after thee, a 
lingle prayer knocks at the Gate of heaven, but 
united Devotion ſtormes it. God hath ſaid lic 
will not , and therefore we may fay he cannot 
deny his preſence , where two or three are met 
in his Naxee , he ſhould deny himſelf if he ſhould 
| reno:ince his promiſe 3 but he 7s faithfull and can- 
ot deny himfelf. Serve the Lord together then, Pa- 
rcnts and Children, Maſters, Miltrelics, and Scr- 
vants, conſidering you have all one Maſter, one 
Fathcr in Heaven, you are 1a2ght to ſay Our 
Father. 

Sccondly ſcrve God toward thcm,by inſtruction, : 
and Catcchiving,teach them in the trade of their way 9 35% 
and when they are old they ſhall not depart from it. 

Bring them up 117 ihe wurture and admonition of i he Epheſ. 6. 4+ 

Lord. If you only nouriſh the bodies of your 

þ relations, birds and beaſts are as kind. Labour 

to mend by good Education, what you have 

rard by propagation, you have begotten and 

borne Sinners, afti{t to the better birth of your 

Children by begettiirg them to Chriſt, by travelling 

with them till Chriſt be formed in them , by faith, 

and obedicnce, There 1s _ Dodrine of Baptiſmes, ,,, .. 
ty Heb. 2. 
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by which the chatechiz'd were prepared for the Sa- 
ciament of baptiſm anticntly,by which the bapr! 
zcd are to be preparcd for the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper Now. Timothy was inſttucted from 
his infancy, and Samnel dedicated to the Lord as ſoox 


asmeaned, Oh! confider how early your Chil- 


dren are old cnongh to Sin, toy, to be damned, 
and havea carc how you ſay it is yet too ſoone to 
learn righteouſneſs; the Scripture hath food fit for 
them, a7ilk for Babes, as well as ſirong meat for 
grown -Chriltians, And the ſame Scripture that 
provides forthcm, ſends out kind invitations to 
them , ſufjer little Children to come unto me, and 
forbid them not. And iow ſhould they raſs to 
Ciui{t, but by I zter, and the Word, Baptiſmr, and 
Jeacking, therefore put together by our Saviour, 
And let it be iz the Trade, or ſecundum os vie ſuc, 
according to the month of their wav, a uctaphor ta- 
ken fr0:21 narrow mouti'd glafles, that arc hill 'd,not 
by powring buckets of water upon them , but by 
dropping it into them, driving theſe Lambes, as 
they are able to bear , noi tyred by the dulncls of 
their appre/icultons, but being paticnt with them, 
as God1is with you. to whom he ſtretches ont his 
band ſtill, rrough to a gainſaying People ; the Rock 
's 0 lowed by, not the violcnt, bur frequent tal- 
ling of the water upon it, 

ihirdly bring vour Children and Servants to 
the publique Aiiemblics , to ſerve God in the great 
Congregation. David was glad when they ſaid,c ome 
let us go toretier into the Houſe of the Lord. Let not 
your particular callings obftrutt this chicf one , 
wiiich may conlift with, and muſt bleſs the other : 
Eut conhdcr the time of you and yours is princi- 


pally 
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pally due to God, who yet asks but a part, and 
that a ſmall one. Should he have required more , ,;,, A 
0j'10u, he had but asK'd his due, and might have 
dene what he won!d with his own. Oh ! that the Go- 
vernors in cach t.ouſe had that zeal for Gods houſe, 
that David had, ſo to devour them , to (wallow 
them up, that they Would by COAent 10 be as the 
Door-keeper there , who was ht in, and laſt out; 
that they would come 22 tofeek God there, with 
their families. Caſar's word to his Souldiers in e- 
very Exploit was, not go ze, but /et us go. The 
Phariſees would lay on Loads of duty , but on z:a:. 23. 4: 
others ſhoulders, not tavir own. 

Fourthly, uſe your authority to ſuppreſs ſin, and 
encourage k.olincls in them. Catr out j1l nature by 
the rod, bcfore it ym too ſtrong for the Scorpion. 
A juſt and wiſc fcverity herein is the beſt merc 
you can thew them. God required Salt in the fa- £92113 
crifices of the Law , but zo hoxey. And ſtill pre- 
fers open rebuke to ſecret love. And his own praCtice Prov. 3. t 2+ 
is to corred whom he loves, And St. Angultine's ſay+ 
ing was, he could not truly aftect that man, whom 
he would not venture to difpleaſe, by aſcafonable 
and ſharp, yet charitable reproot. ' God khedgeth in 
his Churches way with thor, ( that is attiictions ) 
as pungent remembrances of duty, that ſhe may not 
turn to the right hand or to the left. Sin isa Lethar- 
gy, they mult be rowſed ont of it, whom you in- 
tend to heal. 

And let both Maſter and Scrvants, Husband and 
Wite, Parent and Child, adorn the Gojpel and gls- 
rifie Cod. And herein, faith Chriſt, #5 wy father glo- 
rafied , that you bear much fruit. Which gloritying 
God, 1s more acceptably done by one gratious 
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ation of a Chriſtian, than by the whole work of 
the Creation, How much more by a life full 4 
good Works, and that in a whole houſhould of Faith. 
who will not ſay of ſucha family, as Jacob, of Be- 
thel, certainly this is no other, but the honſe of God, 
and this is the Gate of Heaven? For holineſs is hea- 
ven below, and happineſs is heaven above; and the 
way to happineſs is by holineſs without which no 
man ſhall ſee the Lord : Noſecing that God with 
comfort, whom we never ſerved. Fn? bleſſed are 
the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God, and God is 
the Chicf good, and blctiednels is the enjoyment of 
the chief good. Let rhe Lord lind a rcligiors, loy- 
al, righteons charitable Noah, Abraham, I of, Jo- 
ſbaa, and their families, under every root in this 
Pariſh and City : Every one converted and firength-. 
ning their brethren, clldrcn, ſervants, relations, 
that God may reap plentifully, where hc hath ſowed 
plentifully. So {ball you bring in a large harveſt of 
glory to God, and at la{t receive a full crop of glo- 
ry from himz when you ſhall be entertata'd with 
that comfortable call and commendation, Well done 
good andfaithfull Servants, you have been faithfull 
in a few things, I will make yeu Iinlers over many 
things, enter intothe joy of your Lerd, To which 
one Lord,and three Ferfons,Father,Son,and Holy 
Ghoſt, be blctiing, honour, glory, and praile, here, 
and every where , henceforth, and for evermore, 
Amen, Amen. 
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